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October 2008 inaugural NT shires elections October 2008 inaugural NT shires elections 
•• intriguing results in multiintriguing results in multi--member wardsmember wards
•• candidates with low primary votes winning later seatscandidates with low primary votes winning later seats
•• coming from similar localities to early winnerscoming from similar localities to early winners

Explanation offeredExplanation offered
•• ‘‘exhaustive preferentialexhaustive preferential’’ electoral systemelectoral system
•• what is this electoral system?what is this electoral system?
•• how does it produce this pattern of results?how does it produce this pattern of results?

--Look briefly at results in three wards in two shiresLook briefly at results in three wards in two shires
--Look at common Australian electoral systemsLook at common Australian electoral systems
--Look in more detail at results in two wardsLook in more detail at results in two wards
--Suggest problem of Suggest problem of ‘‘fueling large group dominancefueling large group dominance’’
--Suggest also a problem in NT municipal electionsSuggest also a problem in NT municipal elections
--Point to past mistakes, repeatedPoint to past mistakes, repeated
--Cite others on need for forms of democracy beyond Cite others on need for forms of democracy beyond 

‘‘majoritarianismmajoritarianism’’ in social situations like the NTin social situations like the NT











Table 1: Table 1: AnmatjereAnmatjere ward of Central Desert Shire, ward of Central Desert Shire, 
candidates, primary votes, results, places of associationcandidates, primary votes, results, places of association





Table 2: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, Table 2: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, 
candidates, primary votes, results, places of associationcandidates, primary votes, results, places of association



Table 3: Table 3: LjirapintaLjirapinta ward of MacDonnell Shire, ward of MacDonnell Shire, 
candidates, primary votes, results, places of associationcandidates, primary votes, results, places of association



Table 4: Number of member to be elected and quotas in Table 4: Number of member to be elected and quotas in 
proportional representation electoral systemsproportional representation electoral systems







Table 5: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, Table 5: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, 
candidates, primary votes, results, places of association candidates, primary votes, results, places of association 
primary votes in four repeat elections with 50%+1 vote primary votes in four repeat elections with 50%+1 vote 
counting rulecounting rule



Table 6: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, Table 6: Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, 
table for results under proportional representationtable for results under proportional representation



Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, Southern Tanami ward of Central Desert Shire, 
Graphic representation with bundles of ten votesGraphic representation with bundles of ten votes
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Table 7: Table 7: AnmatjereAnmatjere ward of Central Desert Shire, candidates, ward of Central Desert Shire, candidates, 
primary votes, results, places of association primary votes in primary votes, results, places of association primary votes in 
four repeat elections with 50%+1 vote counting rulefour repeat elections with 50%+1 vote counting rule



Table 8: Alice Springs Town Council, March 2008 electionTable 8: Alice Springs Town Council, March 2008 election
candidates, primary votes, resultscandidates, primary votes, results



Concluding CommentsConcluding Comments

--Repeats a mistake made in the Senate Repeats a mistake made in the Senate 
electoral system from 1919 to 1946electoral system from 1919 to 1946

--Repeats a mistake made in Victorian local Repeats a mistake made in Victorian local 
government from late 1990s to 2003.government from late 1990s to 2003.

--The need for models of democracy beyond The need for models of democracy beyond 
majoritarianismmajoritarianism in circumstances of social in circumstances of social 
diversitydiversity


